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’ KEPORT OF THE CIVIL AERCMAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Aircraft
During a Loncal Practice Flight

' Howard Hans Petersen was fatally injured in an accident which
occurred approximately cne mile soutn of Minden Airport, lfnden,
Nevada, at about 4:30 p.n. on Decenber 19, 1942, Petersen was &

Naval Reserve trainee in the Vlar Training Service secondary course.

He held 2 student pilot certaficate and nad accumulated anproxi-
mately 47 hours of flying time. He had flowm 11 sclo and 12 dual
hours in the type aircraft involved. The aircraft, a Fairchild 1-62B,
NC 418233, owned by the Pathfinder Flying Service, Ltd., was denmolashed.

Petersen, flyirng solo irom the rear seat and egquipped with a
parachute, took off from Minden Airpoct at about 4:00 p.=. and preceeded
t¢ his assigned praclice area to practice lazy eichts, chandelles, stalls
and 720° power turns. Another student, flying in an adjacent area at
approximetely tne same altitude (3070 feet), observed him practicing
maneuvers, Tnis student stated tnat Petersen's plane appeared to fall
cut of a lazy "&" into a spin, which became {lat alter about six turns.
At one time 1t appeared that partial recovery was made. However, 1l
vas not completed, he stated, and the flat spin continued to the ground.

s

Examination of the wreckage revecaled no failure of any part of
Lae aireraft prior to the accident., The manner .n whach the propeller
was broken indicated that lattle or no power .as being develcped at the
time of impact. The weather was suitable for flying and is not con-
sidered to have becn a contributing factor,

The pilot's flight log aisclosed tnat he hed cormleted seven one-
hour instruction flaights in precision spins withain the month preceding
the accident. Four of these flights involved cual instruction, and
three were solo practice. His instructor stated tnat he had given
Petersen instruction in accidental stalls ana spins out of taight turrs
and chandelles, and that he secmed cuate proficient i1n recovering from
these abnormal situations.

This zccident was due to failure to recover from a spin, for
reasons not determined.
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